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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY OF THE JULY 2009 MEETINGS OF THE 

ACCME BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

ACCREDITATION AND RECOGNITION DECISION MAKING 

The ACCME ratified Accreditation, Reaccreditation, and Progress Report decisions for 133 providers.  This included 

nine providers that received Accreditation with Commendation, which is associated with a six-year term of 

accreditation, as well as three initial applicants receiving Provisional Accreditation.  Six providers received Non-

accreditation from Initial Accreditation.  The ACCME ratified Recognition and Recognition Progress Report decisions 

for four state medical society accreditors. There are now 730 ACCME accredited providers and 1,572 state or 

territorial medical society accredited providers. 

BOARD RETREAT 

The ACCME Board of Directors met in retreat to review 

and modify a framework around which it would seek 

data and information to evaluate the effectiveness of the 

ACCME and make improvements, as necessary. The 

framework will seek input from a range of stakeholders.     

REDUCING THE COST OF ACCREDITATION 

The Board of Directors affirmed its desire to be 

responsive to the feedback it has received from 

providers, recognized accreditors, and its member 

organizations related to the uncertainty created for the 

CME community by issues surrounding healthcare 

reform and the current economic environment, through 

the exploration of potential cost-reduction steps.  As 

part of its 2010 budgeting process, the ACCME will 

conduct an evaluation of the manner in which it could 

provide relief for the CME community by controlling the 

costs of accreditation. This will include an evaluation of 

the ACCME’s future fee structure, as well as the costs 

and expectations associated with ACCME’s continuing 

maintenance of the system of Recognition and 

intrastate accreditation. 

As an immediate step toward reducing the costs 

associated with accreditation, the Board approved the 

move to telephone conference calls as the standard 

format for accreditation interviews.  This will eliminate 

fees payable associated with surveyor travel expenses 

and televideo costs for some providers.  In some cases, 

this reduces the costs of accreditation for a provider by 

20%. 

Providers and the ACCME will still have the option of 

requesting or requiring the other formats of interview 

should circumstances warrant it. 

 

DECEMBER ACCME BOARD ROUNDTABLE MEETING 

During its December 2009 meeting, the ACCME Board 

will be meeting with elected leadership and staff from 

the ACCME’s seven member organizations, as well as 

from national membership organizations that represent 

the CME profession, such as the Alliance for CME, the 

Alliance of Independent Academic Medical Centers, the 

Society for Academic CME, and the North American  

Association of Medical Education and Communication 

Companies to discuss “The Future of CME.”    

REVIEW OF RESPONSES TO CALLS-FOR-COMMENT 

The ACCME Board reviewed the responses received 

from the calls-for-comment that were issued following 

its March 2009 meeting – on (a) commercial support-

free accredited CME, (b) promotional teacher and 

author-free accredited CME, (c) an independent CME 

funding entity, and (d) ACCME rulemaking.  The Board 

agreed that, for issues a-c, it would take no action at 

this time and continue to listen to the discussions being 

actively engaged in by the CME enterprise.  The Board 

did adopt its proposed policy on “Rule Making at 

ACCME.” Implementation of that policy by the ACCME 

will begin immediately.    

ACCME ANNUAL REPORT DATA 

The ACCME Board reviewed the 2008 annual report 

data, which showed an increase in the number of 

participants in accredited CME, a slight decrease in 

CME program income, and a 14% decrease in the 

amount of commercial support received by CME 

providers.  This data is made public via the ACCME’s 

website.  An overview of this data is provided on page 2 

of this Executive Summary.  
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ACCME 2008 Annual Report Data 
  

The accredited CME enterprise continues to 
grow.  In 2008, accredited CME providers 
developed 100,898 CME activities that, 
together, were offered for 769,439 hours of 
instruction.   

More than 10 million physician and  
6 million non-physician registrants participated 
in these activities. 

Commercial support decreased by 
approximately $200 million; while other income 
(e.g., registration, institutional support) increased 
slightly. 

 
  

  
  

 

 

  
  

  

 

 

In September 2006, the ACCME announced 
new accreditation criteria. 

In November 2008, the ACCME began 
evaluating providers against these criteria.  

To date, the ACCME has evaluated 170 
providers based on the 2006 Criteria. 

New applicants only receive Provisional 
Accreditation if they are compliant with 100% of 
the required Criteria. 

Providers seeking Reaccreditation and found in 
Noncompliance with any Criteria must change 
their practices immediately – and demonstrate 
evidence of these changes to ACCME in a 
written Progress Report.   

 

 


