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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY OF THE DECEMBER 2011 MEETINGS OF THE 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF THE  
ACCREDITATION COUNCIL FOR CONTINUING MEDICAL EDUCATION (ACCME) 

 

Accreditation and Recognition Decision Making 

The ACCME ratified 54 accreditation and reaccreditation decisions. This included 20 providers that received 

Accreditation with Commendation (37%), which confers a 6-year term of accreditation. Twenty-six (48%) received 

Accreditation; 17 of these providers (31%) are required to submit progress reports; 9 (17%) do not need to submit 

progress reports. Two providers (4%) were placed on Probation and are required to submit progress reports. Of the 6 

initial applicants, 5 received Provisional Accreditation (9% of the total; 83% of initial applicants) and 1 received 

Nonaccreditation (2 % of the total; 17% of initial applicants).  

The Board ratified 45 progress report decisions. Of those, 42 (93%) progress reports demonstrated compliance with all 

ACCME requirements previously found not in compliance, and were accepted. Three progress reports (7%) failed to 

demonstrate compliance in all requirements, and were rejected. 

The ACCME made 6 recognition decisions based on the Markers of Equivalency. Six state medical societies received 

Recognition; 5 of these are required to submit progress reports. The ACCME accepted 3 recognition progress reports. 

Adopted by the ACCME in 2008 through a collaborative process with Recognized Accreditors, the Markers of Equivalency 

ensure that the standards for CME accreditation decision-making are consistent at the state and national levels.  

As of December 2011, there are 695 ACCME-accredited providers and 1,382 providers accredited by ACCME 

Recognized Accreditors (state or territory medical societies that accredit local organizations offering CME).  

Accreditation Decision Making Based on the 2006 ACCME Accreditation Criteria 

Since November 2008, the ACCME has completed accreditation reviews for 567 accredited providers using the 2006 

Criteria.   

  
 

Interactions with ACCME Member Organizations 

The Board convened the member organization liaisons during the Board meeting to offer them the opportunity to speak 

directly to the ACCME Board of Directors about issues of concern, in keeping with their special role as the ACCME’s 

founding and member organizations. This constructive dialogue addressed the work of the ACCME Board’s strategic 

planning process.  

  

http://www.accme.org/dir_docs/doc_upload/880ed47f-75a8-43ee-ac54-d34e43abaea3_uploaddocument.pdf
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FDA Risk Evaluation and Mitigation Strategy (REMS) for Opioid Medications 

The Board discussed recent developments in the Food and Drug Administration’s (FDA) Risk Evaluation and Mitigation 

Strategy (REMS) for long-acting and extended-release opioid medications, including the draft "Blueprint for Prescriber 

Continuing Education Program" released by the FDA for comments to the Federal Register. The Board reviewed the 

comment regarding the blueprint that the ACCME submitted to the FDA following the meeting. The ACCME is continuing 

to work with accreditor colleagues, accredited providers, the FDA, and the Industry Working Group (IWG) to define the 

role and value of accredited CME in supporting the FDA REMS public health initiative. To further assist the process, the 

ACCME has explained how the Program and Activity Reporting System (PARS) can support the collection and analysis of 

data required by the FDA, such as the identification of REMS CME activities and information about prescriber 

participation.  

ACCME Fee Structure for Accredited Providers 

In 2013, the annual fee for ACCME-accredited providers will rise from $3,000 to $3,300. Beginning in 2014, the ACCME 

will assess a single, combined fee each year from ACCME-accredited providers that will replace the separate 

reaccreditation and annual fees. The 2014 ACCME-accredited provider combined annual fee will be $5,300. This amount 

is based on an annual fee of $3,300 and $8,000 reaccreditation fee.  

The fee for intrastate accredited providers is increasing from $250 to $450 in 2012, as part of the incremental fee increase 

previously approved by the Board. In 2013, the fee will increase to $550. 

ACCME 2012 Budget 

The Finance Committee conducted an in-depth review of the ACCME’s financial and operational strategies, including 

projected budgets through 2015. The Board’s goal is to take a prudent and conservative approach to financial 

management, while maintaining the quality of ACCME’s programs and services for accredited providers and Recognized 

Accreditors. The Board approved a budget with projected 2012 expenses of $4,950,512 and estimated revenues of 

$4,696,450.  

ACCME Bylaws 

In response to feedback from the ACCME's member organizations, the Board revised some of the draft bylaws 

amendments and read the revisions into the minutes to begin the formal adoption process. At the March 2012 meeting, 

the Board plans to adopt the 24 amendments, and then send them to the member organizations for approval. According 

to the ACCME’s current bylaws, the member organizations will have 120 days to register their nonapproval of any of the 

amendments.  

Elections and Awards 

The following individuals were elected or reelected to the ACCME Board committees. 

Board of Directors  
James F. Burke, MD 
Todd Dorman, MD 

Carol S. Havens, MD 
Mira B.Irons, MD 

David Pieper, PhD 
Edward J.Susank 

 

Accreditation Review Committee 
Robert B. Baron, MD, 2012 Chair  

Warren H. Evins, MD, PhD 
Debra L. Gist, MPH 

Scott J. Hershman, MD 
Jeffrey S. Mallin, MD, 2012 Vice-Chair 

 

The Board approved the the membership of the 2012 Board committees. The rosters have been posted on the ACCME 

Web site. 

2012 Chair and Vice-Chair 

The Board named Sandra Norris, MBA, as 2012 Chair and James F. Burke, MD, as 2012 Vice-Chair of the ACCME at the 

conclusion of the meeting. 

  

http://www.accme.org/index.cfm/fa/about.board.cfm
http://www.accme.org/index.cfm/fa/about.board.cfm
http://www.accme.org/index.cfm/fa/news.detail/News/.cfm/news_id/5d3b1e10-1ad6-4ce9-93c7-5d9153f2ca59.cfm
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Service Awards 
The ACCME is only successful in its mission because of its dedicated volunteers (Board members, committee members, 
surveyors), partners in accreditation (the Recognized Accreditors), and accredited providers. The Board had the privilege 
of honoring ACCME volunteers and paying special tribute to those who have demonstrated exemplary and long-term 
service to the ACCME.  

Recognition of Leadership as ACCME’s 2010 Vice-Chair and 2011 Chair 

Richard B. Reiling, MD 

 
Recognition of Volunteers Who Have Completed Their Terms of Service 

 

Board of Directors 

Arnold J. Berry, MD, MPH 

Peter Coogan, MD, MSEd  

Henry Pohl, MD 

Stephen E. Willis, MD 

Accreditation Review Committee 
Mira B. Irons, MD 
David Pieper, PhD 

Barbara N. Solomon 

David E. Swee, MD  

 

 Recognition for Completion of Surveys 

 25 Or More Accreditation Surveys 
Linda Cann MSEd 

Bruce Deighton, PhD 
Stuart C. Gilman, MD, MPH 

Wanda Johnson 
Barbara Licht, MBA 

Edeline Mitton, MEd, CPP 
Gordon F. West, PhD 

50 or More Accreditation Surveys 
Karen E. Heiser, PhD 

Beverly Wood, MD, MSEd, PhD 
 
 
 

10 Recognition Surveys 

Melvin Freeman, MD 

2011 Robert Raszkowski, MD, PhD, ACCME Hero Award 
The Board honored four volunteers with the 2011 Robert Raszkowski, MD, PhD, ACCME Hero Award:  

Alejandro Aparicio, MD, FACP 

Clifford Gevirtz, MD, MPH 

Stuart C. Gilman, MD, MPH 

D. Theresa Kanya, MBA 

 

http://www.accme.org/index.cfm/fa/news.detail/News/.cfm/news_id/2d31a272-7e00-4833-9ce4-0df90a3e7f2d.cfm

