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The terms and definitions below only refer to organizations, programs, and activities within the ACCME 
accreditation system. For more information, visit www.accme.org.  

ACCME-
accredited 
provider 

An organization accredited by the ACCME as a provider of continuing medical education. 
ACCME-accredited providers represent a range of organizational types and offer CME 
primarily to national or international audiences of physicians and other health care 
professionals. See also state-accredited providers. 

Advertising and 
exhibits income 

Advertising and exhibits are promotional activities and not continuing medical education. 
Therefore, monies paid by commercial interests to providers for these promotional activities 
are not considered to be commercial support. 

CME activity 
A CME activity is an educational offering that is planned, implemented, and evaluated in 
accordance with the ACCME Accreditation Criteria, Standards for Commercial Support, and 
policies. 

Commercial 
interest 

A commercial interest, as defined by the ACCME, is any entity producing, marketing, re-
selling, or distributing health care goods or services consumed by, or used on, patients. The 
ACCME does not consider providers of clinical service directly to patients to be commercial 
interests. A commercial interest is not eligible for ACCME accreditation. 

Commercial 
support 

Commercial support for a CME activity is monetary or in-kind contributions given by a 
commercial interest that is used to pay all or part of the costs of a CME activity. The 
requirements for receiving and managing commercial support are explained in the ACCME 
Standards for Commercial SupportSM. Advertising and exhibit income is not considered 
commercial support. 

Committee 
learning 

Committee learning is a CME activity that involves a learner’s participation in a committee 
process addressing a subject that would meet the ACCME definition of CME if it were taught or 
learned in another format. 

Course 

A course is a live CME activity where the learner participates in person. A course is planned as 
an individual event. Examples: annual meeting, conference, seminar.  
For events with multiple sessions, such as annual meetings, accredited providers report one 
activity and calculate the hours of instruction by totaling the hours of all educational sessions 
offered for CME credit. To calculate the numbers of learners, accredited providers report the 
number of learners registered for the overall event. Accredited providers are not required to 
calculate participant totals from the individual sessions. 

If a course is held multiple times for multiple audiences, then each instance is reported as a 
separate activity. 

Directly 
sponsored 

A directly sponsored activity is one that is planned, implemented, and evaluated by the 
accredited provider. This definition includes co-sponsored activities (offered by two accredited 
providers) reported by the accredited provider that awards the credit. 

Enduring 
material (other) 

An enduring material is an activity that is printed or recorded and does not have a specific time 
or location designated for participation. Rather, the participant determines where and when to 
complete the activity. 
Enduring materials can be available for less than a year, a year, or multiple years. Each 
enduring material is counted as 1 activity for each year it is available, whether it is active for 
the entire year or part of the year. The accredited provider reports the number of learners who 
participated during the year, as well as the income and expense related to the activity for that 
year. Accredited providers do not report cumulative data for an enduring material activity 
spanning multiple years.  When reporting the number of participants for an enduring material 
activity, the accredited provider should count all learners who completed all or a portion of the 
activity and whose participation can be verified in some manner.  ACCME would not consider 
individuals that only received the enduring material activity but did not actually complete all or 
a portion of it to be participants. 
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